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Dear Delegates,

 Welcome to AHMUNC 2014! For a day we will represent the General Assembly First 

Committee, known as the Disarmament and International Security Committee or DISEC. I will 

be your chair along with Chargé d’Affaires Nicholas Pearson. I am a high school senior and have 

participated in five university Model UN conferences throughout the past three years, including 

the Ivy League Model UN Conference hosted by the University of Pennsylvania, the Princeton 

Model UN Conference, and the North American Invitational Model UN hosted by Georgetown 

University. I have sat on the Copenhagen Climate Change Conference, International Olympic 

Committee, Russian Revolution Committee, Japanese War Cabinet for World War II, and the 

World Bank. In academics I am interested in Math, International Relations, and Russian studies. 

Outside of school, my favorite activity is basketball, along with, of course, Model UN. 

 AHMUNC 2014 will be held before the UN International Day of Peace. With that in 

mind, I chose DISEC as our committee because of the many international security issues that 

threaten peace. One issue that has grown in importance is the issue of nuclear weapons. At the 

close of World War II the world witnessed a power which could wipe out all of humanity. Since 

then, we have been unable to reach a comprehensive agreement on how such a power should be 

handled. With the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, commonly known as North Korea, 

gaining nuclear strength and the threat of war in the Middle East, where nuclear weapons have 

incited controversy and fear, the need for a strong nuclear nonproliferation agreement continues 

to grow. It is my hope that, as citizens in this world, we will be able to come to a greater 

understanding of this important issue, realize the complications involved in creating an 

agreement, and think critically to come up with solutions.

 This background guide is not designed to provide everything you will need to fully 

understand the issues. Rather, it is meant to be starting point to give direction to your research. 

For further research, I recommend sites such as the New York Times, the Economist, BBC, and 

the UN site. These will provide accurate and trustworthy information, especially as various 

aspects of nuclear programs are not definite and are subjects of much speculation.
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 Now, a logistical matter. This background guide includes only one topic, Nuclear 

Nonproliferation, but within that topic there are three primary subtopics. Whether the committee 

debates a comprehensive resolution on all three subtopics at once or whether the committee 

debates and creates a resolution for each in order is up to the delegates. If debate does tend 

toward the latter, we may not have time to pass resolutions for each of the subtopics. Again, 

though, the flow of debate will be up to delegates, and the first delegates called upon may speak 

on any or all of the subtopics.

 I look forward to seeing the issues and solutions that you bring up at AHMUNC 2014!

Nathan Emery

Secretary-General
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Committee Background

 DISEC is the First Committee of the UN General Assembly. The General Assembly 

meets every September for a general discussion before breaking into its six committees, of which 

DISEC is the first. 

 A major goal of the UN at its foundation was to promote world peace and “save 

succeeding generations from the scourge of war”i. To work towards this goal, the General 

Assembly may, according to Article 11 of the UN Charter, discuss “the principles governing 

disarmament and the regulation of armaments”ii. The first resolution passed by the General 

Assembly in 1946 held this focus, with a goal of "the elimination from national armaments of 

atomic weapons and of all other major weapons adaptable to mass destruction”iii.

 DISEC has become the committee specializing in this area. However, its focus is not on 

proposing specific limits on arms or providing numbers and deadlines for disarmament. Rather, 

DISEC focuses on building a consensus on disarmament and security so member nations can 

agree to international guidelines and work out binding treaties between nations. This focus 

partially rises from the inability of the General Assembly to pass binding resolutions. Instead, 

DISEC is forced to pass resolutions that suggest guidelines and solutions on disarmament and 

nuclear proliferation that can spark further conferences, discussions, laws, and treaties that create 

more binding, individualized solutions to disarmament and other security issues.

 DISEC focuses on various issues related to disarmament, including nuclear 

nonproliferation, curbing the illicit small arms trade, and civilians in warfare. However, since 

nuclear nonproliferation consistently arises in debate without a resolution in the world today, this 

background guide and the AHMUNC Committee Sessions will focus on that area.
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Topic I: Nuclear Nonproliferation
 

History of Nuclear Weapons

 The history of nuclear weapons dates back to World War II, when, on July 16, 1945, 

America tested its first nuclear bomb in New Mexico after Albert Einstein and Leo Szilard had 

started the “Manhattan Project” nearly five years before. Robert Oppenheimer, the physicist in 

charge of scientific work, recalled this quote when he first saw the explosion: “I am become 

death, the shatterer of worlds”iv.

 The U.S. followed the successful test by       

dropping bombs on Hiroshima, Japan, on August       

6 and Nagasaki two days later. The primary       

motivations behind the bomb were avoiding a 

full-scale invasion of Japan, whose death toll 

would most likely be over a million combined, 

and halting the Soviet Union entering the Pacific 

War as they had pledged, which would complicate post-war matters and force the U.S. and 

Soviet Union into a closer alliance. The total death toll of both atomic bombs, including those 

affected by radiation and burns in the next five years, was nearly 500,000.

 After the previously-unthinkable destruction of those two atomic bombs, most of the 

world, including the U.S. and USSR, advocated halting nuclear programs and keeping the bomb 

under control through international security. However, the USSR secretly continued its nuclear 

programs to keep up with the U.S. When the Soviets tested a nuclear bomb in 1949, the rival 

superpowers were launched into a race that shattered hopes of an immediate end to nuclear 

programs. The USSR had obtained blueprints of America’s nuclear bombs; the test shocked 

Americans as it occurred much sooner than they thought possible. The threat of a nuclear war 

loomed over the minds of many Americans and President Truman authorized a program for the 
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development of hydrogen bombs. Soon both the U.S. and the Soviet Union had successfully 

tested hydrogen bombs, and, in 1961, the Soviet Union created the most powerful explosion in 

history, estimated to contain more explosive force than all of the bombs of World War II. In the 

1950s and 60s, the United Kingdom, France, and China all successfully tested nuclear weaponry. 

Since then, India, Israel, Pakistan, and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea developed 

nuclear programs that, along with the first five nations, have continued until the present.

Past Action on Nuclear Nonproliferation

 The creation of DISEC followed the post-WWII attitude of preventing continued nuclear 

programs and keeping nuclear bombs safe under international control.  However, as nuclear 

weapons programs spread, military and political leaders pushed for an agreement to limit the 

spread of nuclear weapons through a formal treaty. 

 The first treaty on the issue was the Treaty of Tlatelolco, drafted in February 1967 and 

put into action in April 1969. At the time, 21 Latin American and Caribbean nations ratified the 

treaty to establish a nuclear-free zone in the area. To date, 33 nations have signed the treaty. 

 Since the Treaty of Tlatelolco, more nuclear-weapon-free zones have been established. 

Thus far, such zones have been established in the South Pacific, Southeast Asia, Africa, Central 

Asia, and Mongolia.

 In 1968, the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, known as the Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT), opened for signature. The NPT has become perhaps the most 

       important document on nuclear 

       nonproliferation.   The NPT distinguishes 

       five nuclear-weapon states: the U.S., Russia, 

       China, France, and the United Kingdom. For 

       non-nuclear-weapon states, the treaty lays 

       binding guidelines on conduct and use of 

 nuclear weapons. The NPT stipulates that 

         non-nuclear-weapon states are only allowed 
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to undertake nuclear developments if they are peaceful in nature. Peaceful nuclear  programs are 

then supposed to be made available to all members of the treaty at the lowest possible cost so the 

benefits can be shared easily. However, member states cannot provide nuclear material or 

equipment without first having subjected it to the guidelines set forth in the NPT. For the purpose 

of enforcing these guidelines, the NPT created the International Atomic Energy Agency. The 

NPT focuses heavily on the regulation and development of peaceful nuclear programs, 

preventing the spread of military nuclear programs, and downsizing nuclear programs in the five 

nuclear-weapon states. In the words of U.S. President Barrack Obama, “Countries with nuclear 

weapons will move towards disarmament; countries without nuclear weapons will not acquire 

them; and all countries can access peaceful nuclear energy”v.

 The NPT also makes provisions for frequent updates and discussions to keep its 

stipulations relevant and effective. Every five years the member nations can meet to discuss its 

operation, and, in 1995, the Review and Extension Conference convened and extended the treaty 

indefinitely. 

 Currently the majority of the United Nations member states have signed the treaty, 

making it the most universal agreement on nuclear weapons. However, three member states–

Israel, India, and Pakistan–have not signed the NPT, and the Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea withdrew its signature. 

 Additionally, the Cuban Missile Crisis saw U.S. President Kennedy and Soviet leader 

Khrushchev square off dangerously close to a nuclear war before calling it off peacefully. As 

Secretary of State Dean Rusk said, “We're eyeball to eyeball, and I think the other fellow just 

blinked”vi. After the crisis both sides began to seriously consider a ban on nuclear testing to 

avoid similar crises in the future.

 On July 25, 1963, both nations signed the Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty prohibiting 

testing in the atmosphere, outer space, and underwater. The treaty did, however, allow 

“underground nuclear tests as long as no radioactive debris falls outside the boundaries of the 

nation conducting the test”vii. While the treaty was a step in the right direction, it still permitted 

nuclear tests, was limited to two nations, and allowed nuclear programs to continue.
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Current Treaties

 In 1996, a potentially-groundbreaking treaty opened for signature: the Comprehensive 

Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT). The CTBT bans any nuclear test explosion, forcing stricter 

guidelines onto nations who ratify it. The treaty includes provisions for monitoring its guidelines, 

enforcing sanctions for violations, and future review conferences. The treaty lists 44 states which 

must ratify the treaty in order for it to enter into force. Thus far most of the necessary nations 

have ratified the treaty, but some of the most powerful, and potentially problematic, states have 

not. The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, India, and Pakistan have neither signed nor 

ratified the treaty, while China, Egypt, Iran, Israel, and the United States have signed but not 

ratified the treaty. Until each of those nations ratifies the treaty, it will not enter into force. The 

CTBT is an ambitious and strong treaty that promises to slow nuclear developments, but, given 

the nature of the nations who have yet to ratify it, it will likely be unable to effect its guidelines 

for years.

 Another potentially-influential treaty is the Fissile Material (Cut-off) Treaty (FMCT). The 

FMCT would ban all nuclear material used or intended for non-peaceful purposes. The treaty is 

still under discussion, though various drafts have been released.

Questions to consider
• Is there any way to achieve ratification of the CTBT by the necessary 44 states?

• Should DISEC consider the FMCT or a similar treaty, or will it hang unratified like the 

CTBT?

• Could either treaty include provisions or amendments that would make the treaty agreeable 

to the necessary states?

• Could a different type of treaty be more effectively enacted?

• Could the UN add provisions to the NPT to make it more effective?

Current Crisis Situations
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The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

 The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) has aroused international attention 

with its nuclear weapons program. After withdrawing from the NPT in January 2003, the DPRK 

has tested nuclear explosives and launched a long-rage rocket. The DPRK is also “a party to the 

Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC), but is suspected of maintaining an 

offensive biological weapons program in defiance of that treaty”viii. The UN has enacted 

sanctions against the nation, but it continues to spend massive amounts of GDP on its nuclear 

programs. 

 After the most recent nuclear test, in 2013, the DPRK claimed it had a “miniaturised”ix 

nuclear device, small enough to fit onto a missile. However, it is “hard to know if this is true - 

experts had previously said it could not make a nuclear warhead small enough to fit onto a 

missile”x. The DPRK has also tested increasing numbers of short-range rockets lately, and 

satellite images show that it may soon develop a more powerful rocket.

 The UN imposed harsher sanctions        

against the DPRK after its 2013 test, but if 

past actions prove indicative, the DPRK will 

continue its programs and tests. Uncertainty

shrouds the nuclear programs of the DPRK 

due to its strict control of information 

entering and exiting the nation. Much of 

what we know is from tests, satellite images, 

and hypotheses of international scientists, which

are not able to provide a fully accurate account of the DPRK’s nuclear programs. This 

uncertainty causes many difficulties in creating a plan of action against the DPRK.

 Difficulties also arise from the unwillingness of the state to negotiate. The claimed goal 

of its nuclear programs is to “Deter a U.S. invasion and hostile policy against it, such as U.S. 

sanctions and joint military exercises with South Korea. Pyongyang believes the United States 
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desires regime change”xi. Thus, a peace treaty or ratification of the CTBT and a treaty such as the 

FMCT might induce the DPRK to abandon its nuclear programs. However, given the extreme 

nature of its programs, the nation seems to be after something beyond its stated goal. Perhaps the 

DPRK desires to increase its international power by using nuclear weapons as demonstrations of 

strength. Because we cannot be sure of its true intentions, crafting a peace treaty is difficult.

 Likewise, the DPRK has a history of violating treaties and agreements with other nations.  

As mentioned previously, the DPRK has withdrawn from the NPT and is suspected of violating 

the BTWC. The DPRK also entered the Six-Party Talks to discuss its nuclear regime with the 

Republic of Korea, Japan, China, Russia, and the United States, but the talks were suspended in 

2009, six years after they began. After the death of Kim Jong Il, the DPRK agreed with the U.S. 

to suspend various nuclear programs in exchange for food aid. However, a rocket launch by the 

DPRK essentially dissolved the agreement. As demonstrated, the DPRK repeatedly refuses to 

keep its word in agreements that will slow its nuclear programs. This fickle nature also 

complicates potential agreements.

Questions to consider: 1. Can a peace treaty be crafted that will convince the DPRK to 

denuclearize?

2. Should harsher punishments be enacted on the DPRK?

3. If no agreeable peace proposal is found, should other nations, especially the U.S., prepare 

defense systems or launch a preemptive strike? Or will such actions only provoke a nuclear war 

between the two nations?

The Middle East

 In 1990, Egypt called for a Nuclear Weapons-Free Zone (NWFZ) in the Middle East. The 

1995 NPT Review Conference also called for a similar agreement. Such an agreement would ban  

all possession and tests of nuclear weapons in the Middle East, the borders of which would be 

agreed upon in the treaty. A conference on the issue was to be held in December 2012, but the 

U.S. cancelled the meeting due to “present conditions in the Middle East”xii. At the NPT 
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Preparatory Committee Meeting in 2013, Egypt walked out in protest of the cancelled 

conference.

 Nuclear weapons are not widespread in the Middle East, but nonetheless the situation is 

delicate. Israel, despite having never confirmed possession of nuclear weapons, is viewed as the 

principle nuclear power in the Middle East. Pakistan also holds nuclear weapons. Additionally, 

Saudi Arabia has provided support to Pakistan, and reports have alleged that nuclear weapons 

have played a part in the alliance. Some of the monetary support from Saudi Arabia may have 

gone toward Pakistan’s nuclear weapons program. More concerning, however, is the claim that 

Pakistan has pledged nuclear assistance to Saudi Arabia should Iran, Saudi Arabia’s main rival, 

develop a nuclear program.

 

 

 Iran’s nuclear program is the subject of speculation with little concrete evidence. Various 

accounts suggest different levels of nuclear ability. Only definite, however, is that the nation does 
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indeed have a nuclear program. The nation alleges that it has no interest in creating nuclear 

weapons. However, the U.S. has imposed sanctions against the nuclear program.  The sanctions 

are “against over 25 entities and individuals - who are involved in expanding Iran's proliferation 

program, supporting terrorism in the region, and helping Iran evade US and international 

sanctions”xiii. Talks continue between Iran and Western nations over its nuclear programs, but 

uncertainty involving the violence in Gaza and between Iraq and Syria has made a concrete 

agreement difficult.

 Iran plays a key role in the creation of a NWFZ in the Middle East. Israel has urged the 

U.S. to halt Iran’s nuclear programs. The tension between those nations makes denuclearization 

in Israel unlikely. Israeli supporters, though not the Israeli government, have also argued that its 

nuclear programs could scare Iran into staying away from nuclear weapons. Additionally, if Iran 

successfully tests nuclear weapons, it is possible that Saudi Arabia will join in the race for 

nuclear weapons. In such a case a NWFZ might be impossible and an agreement would amount 

to damage control rather than prevention.

 Additionally, though Syria has agreed to destroy its chemical weapons programs, its 

current stockpiles of such weapons are problematic in the potential NWFZ, as the zone would 

likely be part of a larger WMD-Free Zone, which would include chemical and biological 

weapons. With tensions and violence on the rise, time could prove decisive and a delay could 

mean the end of hopes for a successful agreement.

Questions to consider
• With violence increasing in the Middle East, what can the international community do to 

speed up the creation of a NWFZ?

• Is a NWFZ feasible, or do the existing nuclear programs negate such an agreement?

• What should the international community do to ensure Iran does not successfully develop 

nuclear weapons?
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