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Delegates, 
  
 It is with the greatest honor that I welcome you to the fourth annual con-
ference of the American Homeschool Model United Nations Club. Our goal is 
to help you learn the art of politics and public speaking by means of lively de-
bate and research. 

 For this year’s conference, we represent delegates to the United Nations 
General Assembly, specifically the World Health Organization (WHO). The 
WHO is the branch of the UN dedicated to the health and welfare of people 
globally by curing disease and providing healthy living conditions to those 
who need it. 

 The primary focus of our committee is the deadly Zika virus that has re-
cently been sweeping the southern hemisphere. This background guide will 
provide some of the information you will need on the day of the conference – 
read it thoroughly, and gather any extra information you can from outside 
sources. 

 At the conference, you will argue, debate, and come to a conclusion on 
an effective way to solve the problem of the Zika virus. In preparation, please 
write a position paper, describing (1) the issue, (2) your country’s opinion, and 
(3) a solution. Tips on how to write a position paper can be found on una-us-
a.org, bestdelegate.com, and ahmunc.com.  

 Both in the position papers and at the committee, the chair wants to see 
realistic solutions, eloquence, and negotiation. Research well, and do your 
best. 

 I’ll see you there! 

-Eugene Seong, Charge d’Affaires 
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http://www.unausa.org/global-classrooms-model-un/how-to-participate/model-un-preparation/position-papers
http://bestdelegate.com/
http://www.ahmunc.com/
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An Infant with microcephaly

About the Zika Virus 

 The world has seen many dis-
eases come and go, but few are as 
little understood as the Zika virus. 
This virus was first identified in 
1947 in a rhesus monkey, while sci-
entists were studying yellow fever. 
In 1952, evidence of human infec-
tion was found in Uganda and Tan-
zania . By the mid-1900s, the dis1 -
ease had spread to western Africa 
and Asia. It was discovered in the 
1970s that Zika was conveyed in 
Aedes aegypti and Ae. albopictus, 
commonly known as the Yellow 

Fever mosquito and the 
Asian Tiger mosquito.  

The first major outbreak 
o f the Zika virus was re-

ported in 2007, in Micronesia. 

 The Zika virus is a hidden 
danger. In the original infection, the 
only indicators are a rash, some 
joint pain, and a fever: symptoms 
like those of many other diseases. 
However, children of infected peo-
ple have a high chance of being 
born with microcephaly, a condition 
in which the infant’s head is abnor-
mally small. The child also has a 
possibility of getting Guillain-Barré 
Syndrome, a nervous disease which 
can cause paralysis and even death. 

 The Zika virus can be passed 
on to others, not only through mos-
quito bites, but also via sex, blood 
transfusion, and laboratory trans-
mission . As such, it spreads quick2 -
ly; cases have already broken out in 
at least 52 countries . The severity 3

of this disease is so great that the 
WHO Director-General, Dr. Mar-
garet Chan, has declared an In-
ternational Public Health Emer-
gency . Still recovering in the af4 -
termath of the Ebola outbreak, the 
world is not prepared for this new 
disease.   

So far, no vaccine has been 
developed to combat Zika . The 5

only advice which can be given is to 
stay away from infected areas, and 
to avoid mosquitoes when possible. 
That is why it is of the greatest im-
portance that a resolution be made 
this year in order to implement the 
eradication of the Zika virus. 

 

 
Current Measures 
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Until recently, the virus was consid-
ered mild; thus, no vaccine has been 
created yet. Additionally, producing 
a Zika vaccine will take an estimat-
ed 160-500 million USD.  The most 6

countries have done as of yet is is-
sue public warnings. 

People are warned to stay away 
from known Zika-infested areas. In 
addition, they are advised to use 
mosquito repellent during travels to 
these countries, and up to three 
weeks afterwards. 

Pregnant women, or women plan-
ning on getting pregnant, are told to 
avoid travel, and to do their best to 
avoid mosquitoes. Contraceptives 
are encouraged in many Latin 
American nations,  and the abortion 7

rate has risen.  8

In the recent Olympic Games, one 
of the largest concerns was, the Zika 
virus. The US Center for Disease 
Control published an official safety 
assessment, stating that the chances 
of a widespread epidemic from con-
tagion were low. This is due to the 
fact that the Olympics happen dur-
ing Brazil’s winter, and the number 
of people arriving for the Olympics 

is a small fraction of the usual visi-
tors to Brazil.  9

Developing a Cure 

It is clear that a vaccine to the Zika 
virus must be discovered quickly. 

However, decisions can-
not be made rashly. If 
safety is sacrificed 
for speed, the vaccine 
could have unwanted 

side effects. Creating a 
vaccine is necessarily a 

slow and delicate process. Mean-
while, other strategies must be im-
plemented. 

Eliminating the threat from mosqui-
toes is a major point in all plans for 
eradicating Zika. Some ideas are to 
introduce fish into sources of water 
to eat mosquito larvae, or to spray 
pesticides in mosquito-infested ar-
eas. However, any mosquito-related 
plans must be careful to avoid 
harmful environmental impact.  

Another important aspect in elimi-
nating the Zika virus is education. 
As previously mentioned, bulletins 
are being released informing peo-
ple, especially women, of ways to 
avoid Zika. 
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Blocs 

South America 

Evidence of the Zika virus has been 
found in at least 20 South American 
nations. With bouts of poverty and a 
past of political crisis, South Ameri-
can government is weak and under-
supported. Healthcare is often un-
available for low-income people. 

Africa 

The Zika virus was first identified 
in Uganda; from there it spread 
across the world. African countries 
tend to have less-funded healthcare 
than others. In addition, due to their 
proximity to the Middle East, many 
African countries are targets of ter-
rorist groups such as Boko Haram. 
Many Africa countries are so fo-
cused on combating terrorism and 
internal disorder that they cannot 
give much attention to the provision 
of hospitals or doctors. 

Asia 

Reports of Zika have been sent from 
Cambodia, Thailand, India, and 
even China. Although it was one of 
the later continents to become in-
fected, it is not wholly exempt. In-

dia is going through a population 
spike, while China is experiencing 
an economic slump. With anti-gov-
ernment protests in several nations, 
Asia is quite brittle. 

Europe 

As of yet, few Zika reports have 
come from Europe. European na-
tions range from some of the best to 
some of the worst economies. The 
European foundation has been 
shaken by Britain’s departure from 
the EU and the war with terrorist 
groups. 

Oceania 

As with Europe, few cases of Zika 
have emerged. Most island nations, 
however, tend to spread disease eas-
ily to others. They are especially 
susceptible recently due to their 
high acceptance rates of refugees. 

North America 

North America is in panic as the 
Zika virus was found in Miami, 
Florida. So far, 2,260 cases of Zika 
have been reported in the USA, 
both from local mosquito bites and 
from travel. North American nations 
possess advanced technology and 
scientific knowledge, and a better 
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economy than many. However, 
North America is in an unsteady 
time, as the USA is focused on its 
presidential election process. 

Middle East 

Evidence of the Zika virus has not 
been found in the Middle East. 
However, because it is next to 

Africa, it is at a high risk of infec-
tion. 

Many Middle Eastern countries are 
wealthy superpowers, which can 
use their wealth to their own advan-
tage or for others’ welfare. Howev-
er, terrorism has taken its toll on the 
Middle East.  

Questions a Good Resolution Must Answer: 

• What are the best ways to limit and/or eradicate the Zika virus, without 
exceeding the limits of the WHO? 

• How can the WHO help countries with poorer healthcare? 
• How will underdeveloped nations be impacted as the eradication of the 

Zika virus is put underway? 
• What guarantees can be provided that methods of Zika elimination will 

not infringe upon the sovereignty of individual nations? 
• How can widespread public infection be avoided? 
• How can widespread panic be avoided?   
• How will the funds for Zika vaccine study be gathered? 
• What methods are there for eliminating the risk from mosquitoes with-

out a severe environmental impact? 
• With whom can  WHO partner with to ensure its policies are  effectively 

implemented? 

Sources:
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 http://www.who.int/emergencies/zika-virus/history/en/1

 http://www.cdc.gov/zika/transmission/2

 http://www.cdc.gov/zika/geo/active-countries.html3

 http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2016/emergency-committee-zika-microcephaly/en/4

 http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/health/what-is-zika-virus.html?_r=05

 http://www.iflscience.com/health-and-medicine/here-s-why-we-don-t-have-vaccine-zika-and-other-
mosquito-borne-viruses/ 
i http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/wr/mm6512e1.htm 

ii https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/22/abortion-information-zika-virus-birth-defects-latin-6

america-study 
ix http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/wr/mm6528e1.htm?s_cid=mm6528e1_e 

Questions? Just email me – eugene.seong@gmail.com 

I’LL SEE YOU AT THE CONFERENCE!!! 

!  8

http://www.iflscience.com/health-and-medicine/here-s-why-we-don-t-have-vaccine-zika-and-other-mosquito-borne-viruses/
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/wr/mm6512e1.htm
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/22/abortion-information-zika-virus-birth-defects-latin-america-study
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/wr/mm6528e1.htm?s_cid=mm6528e1_e
mailto:eugene.seong@gmail.com
http://www.who.int/emergencies/zika-virus/history/en/
http://www.cdc.gov/zika/geo/active-countries.html
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2016/emergency-committee-zika-microcephaly/en/
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/health/what-is-zika-virus.html?_r=0
http://www.cdc.gov/zika/transmission/

