
 

 

Re: Civil War in Syria 

 

In 2011, a group of young boys were detained by the Syrian government for painting graffiti. 

"The people want the fall of the regime" were the words, a slogan closely associated with the 

Arab Spring. One boy died, a subject of aggressive torture. Beginning March 15th of the same 

year, mass rioting broke out in Damascus, with protestors destroying political buildings and 

clashing with police. The protests spread to other cities, always 

demanding freedom, political reform, and the end of corruption. 

Confrontations in the streets became violent, as demonstrators 

determined to tear down the reign of President Bashar al-Assad. 

In response, President Assad violently suppressed the protestors, 

inspiring military defectors to create the Free Syrian Army, and 

thus instigating the Syrian Civil War. 

Since then, many more groups have become involved. Locally, the Syrian Democratic Forces, 

jihadist groups, and ISIS have all grounded themselves into the conflict, and have extended it 

from a contained conflict into a multi-faceted war. Other nations, too, have expressed support for 

various sides of the Syrian war. Russia, Iran, Iraq, China, and North Korea have provided 

military support to Assad’s regime. The Syrian rebels have been receiving aid from many 

nations, most notably Turkey, France, Saudi Arabia, Israel, and – until recently – the United 

States. In addition, Kurdish forces and the Democratic Federation of Northern Syria have reason 

for involvement in the conflict 

The conflict has affected thousands both within and without 

the Syrian borders. Over 5000 civilians have died in just the 

first half of 2017, mainly at the hands of the Syrian regime 

and international coalitions. More than 5 million people have 

left Syria, following long and dangerous routes across the 

Mediterranean only to experience poor living conditions and 

xenophobia; even more are internally displaced from their 

homes. Although the UN High Council for Refugees has 



been providing assistance to displaced people, many IDPs are trapped in besieged areas, and the 

Syrian government has been taking action to keep refugees from receiving aid. 

 

Spotlight: 

USA 

The United States of America has stated its clear intentions to 

side with the Kurds and other rebel forces in this war. Ex-

president Obama has called the Assad government ‘repressive’, 

and has condemned its controversial use of chemical weapons 

on civilians. Military patrols and airstrikes have provided 

unique aid to the US’s allies, although the election of President 

incumbent Donald Trump has changed policy. 

The US now is attempting to settle peace talks with Russia, while condemning the Assad 

government. 

 

Russia 

In the past, Russia kept the Assad regime from falling with a major airstrike against the regime’s 

enemies. It has continued to provide key support for the Syrian government with military and 

supplies. 

Russia factors in as an important political ally for Assad, acting as the counterpart to the 

opposing United States. 

 

Saudi Arabia 

Saudi Arabia has offered key support to several anti-regime parties, and has worked to protect 

citizens from Syrian government attacks. In the past, Saudi Arabian officials were angered by ex-

President Obama’s decision not to intervene in the war after a Syrian government’s chemical 

attack. 

 

Turkey  

The Turkish government has refused to support the Assad rule, instead becoming a primary 

supporter for the Syrian rebels. It has worked with the US both with force (sharing military bases 

and supplies) and in politics (acting as one of the key parties in the international peace talks). 

 



ISIS 

ISIS emerged in the Syrian civil war as a result of fighting within 

several jihadist groups. Since then, it has captured sections of Syria 

and Iraq as its own ‘caliphate.’  

 

UN Involvement 

The UN has made many attempts at settling the war in Syria, creating solutions such as 

Resolution 2254, none of which have fully succeeded. The power of nations such as Russia has 

prevented many plans from coming to fruition. However, the UNHCR has been sending 

emissaries to Syria and neighboring countries in an attempt to reduce the civilian death toll. 

Efforts by the UN to alleviate the suffering of IDPs have frequently been blocked by Syria. 

 

Questions a Resolution Should Answer 

 Should the Assad regime remain? 

 How will the UN deal with the refugees in foreign countries? 

 How will the UN help Internally Displaced Persons? 

 How can the threat of ISIS and other jihadist groups be minimized? 

 Would Syria be distributed among the various independent parties, such as the Kurds? 

 If so, how? 

 What should be done concerning chemical weapons? 

 How should the Assad regime be punished for the use of said chemical weapons? 

 How would the UN ensure a maintained peace in the future? 

 What aid should be given to civilians, and how? 

 If a relocation program is used, how should participant countries be recompensed for 

their harboring a refugee? 
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